. —en . ' ..._._ E“&-’.‘-‘"&.‘ﬁ,““ gjnllq\l' ‘] °

From! Lieutenent Oommender Axdrsw W. Gavan D-u USNA (Lnncuxve)'
Magter B/8 Alova Ficmeer

.

To The Commgnéing orrzoog. Armed CGuard Center, 12tn. Naval Districs,
Treagure Island, San Francisco, California.
Tia @ Commander Task CGroup 78.2 Adminig.rative Senlor Officer Srye

88 sflcey, Liaie Gult.

Subject: Repuri of actlon wiva enemy airerafv on the morning of Nove
enbexr 19, 104%; in San FPearo 3ay, Leyue, and commendat: -:

0T Outl swanalng aeroiso or Neval pargonuel atwueched To valLs
veagel. '

At approximavely 0710 on November 18, 1944, a formaticn of
tareé ezeny TilgnveXr plenes of the sulolde squadron, dived out
o a cloud from an altivude of approximately 6000 fewt, aad
dived cdlreculy for tnle vessel. Holding & Tignt formasion
unvil apsroximetvely 2000 I'eet rrom tas salp, two of. vae planes
opened slignily To the rigat, one heading for tne Norweglian
g/8 Gensral Fleiscaer, enc .oe otoer ror tha Cape somano, bota
vesssls being ancnored wiwnin a redius of aoout 600 yarcs of
tole vessel. The tnird plane oontinued nis dive for this soip.

Tnis vessel was ancuorea ¢logest To va€ beacu in toe direcvuion
tae planes were ¢Ooming in from, &na consegquantly was tae only
one capable or onening fire. All anti-aireri®s guns wanu ingo
ACTION LaWeC T3l £ad aL oo™, (nC Si.d acvaun Was only a
MATLEr OI SDLl1lU geconds, Tneviucesedsd in giveyrting tne dyve

on tne Cape Homint, &nt lon rsal? pesicd ovear, lancing in tae
Waler Tartaer on. 71aa plare 21ving on tu: (rneral Pleilscaer,
Wa@ D1T 80 ©iC1ly, 3. wer ULibis L0 feacd 13's TAYRel and suruck
Eb Lne water at tae pow of Jue Convwra. s scner, cauging only
8l1zht camage.

‘he plaue vA&T dived on thls ship, was aolaze berore hit.ing

tee snip, bul crasced on tne bradge deck, X The Cu
\g;ri Lieutenant Howare Frederick Jersild, service number

-

w0869, Walvter Wayne “uzion, o ='¢) #29I=EB6«02—Lawrence An-
TAOAY Fehsl, RL B/0, #868-43-68, William George MeGrata, S 2/¢e,
#602-47-11, ana rateliy wounding xdwin Olgen Bell, 8 1/e,
#504=40-20, ®ud died on tne rescue shlp a rew hours later.
¥ine uycer memhere o tne gun orew and tive of une mercoant
crew were wounded, some criuvically.

The foregoing “egeripilion of tals brief aotion 1s rrom eye

W1Tiees reporus, asd suogcantiscad v Tis Sonuagding Orricer
- "

S=8 Vilicers oI Tae U.S8.8, PCx (R) 851 who were in the immed-
Ilate vicinity. ;
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imavely &0 Zcet of moving pictures that I took onmly a Tew soconda ™
arter - tae crasn, wolca I am gending to tae Armed Guard Cenver at
San Frazcisco. If the plctures turm out alrignt, you will ase
courage ana fortivtude Ttnat 18 beyona description. You will cgee

20 millimever Gun Tub #2 practicelly a sieve from sarspnel ana still
burning, and S 1/c Patrick Henry Stevens, #308-3238, s%ill pointing
hisg gun, altnougn bacly burned anc ong arm almosu severed. You

111 gee in &yn Tud #4 and #6, Otiie B. Garnley, S 1/c, #y38-651-47,
William =11l1s York, 8 1/¢, #338-BY%-12, Carl Vinton Lee, 8 1/o,
#861-47-5L, &ll standing avu Tthelir guons altnough the entire under
FArT o Tne gun platrorm is ablaze. Carnley ana Lee ara wounded.

Lo Gun Tub #3, Leroy Vincent Kirk, 8 1/c, #313.27«02, 1§ cricically
wounded, and kdward Leroy Crigsdy, S 1/c, #382-u8-75, altnaougn badly
turned, anc Tane tud full of sarapnel noles, 18 sutill sweeplng wita

nis gun. The gape 18 True 2t all the SUnG. _

AU guns #5 ana #7 wolca 18 aoreast of tne svack on tne avarocoard slde,
Lloyd karl Chapdu, Cox, #6l3-10-46, EZdward Henry Xomencers, 5 1l/e¢,
F851-46-34, and Gilbert Orvin Baker, S 1/¢, #867-25-92, were sTtill

a2t Loelr stations, altaougn Tae entire vicinity 1s a snambles. Chapdu
entd Xomendera are injured. T W&S Tnelr gun that nivu vhe rlane diving
on tne CGeneral Fleiscner.

Jhere were £0 many OTner Talvgs tne=t deserve spec:ial menvicn, for
1astance, Douglag Egrl Rydrs, 8 1/a, was olown over coard trom Gun
Tup $2, ana wag geriously inlinca. He war wanotizes oy stna tipe,
waen William £111s York. S 1l/¢, attusugn 2auly snaken up nimself,
cyved over board and regcusad Ryder. Lloyd karl Chapéu, Cox, #8613~
10~25 altnnuga 4utrysraing 2yrox busns, leacarations, and 2 sewnrully
gprailned anxie, reiused G De aAvac:aAned on The Teecus saip, sad
1rrad1aT2ly turmad to taa remalnder At hAs araw, getllag Up ammu-
nivion &and reé;a’:ind wae Fuld. o Tas nazy smlery, 9 AuVuie QUEr ao
aocur laver, ne O.. replaceémenta OIrAN1Eed Irom tae Hercuans OFsw and
n2d aAll rTne pun3 monned and reedy IST SoviWie AT was =sVeIal oUXg
later tneu I rfilnally persiaced n1m w0 kicoupuniy BE OVel OO0 LS LS8
pival zatp for tres.many. AlAn deaerving speclal comnencatlion le
Carl Vigtor T.ee 8 17+ wna Alnanough sariously injured hmimself, pulled
Ottig B, Carnley, S8 1/6, out or Gun Tuo #4&, wnan he, unaple TO gev
ous nimeslr, &n "ig fo0T WAS caupnt in rung of Jadcer eand wag cang-
1:g nead down.

T due L.osiueadnT

gréas
ag sxiiod phmogy laracily

I ww a.¥ oad fasvger W Tals YEnoTe T
Juine.G, 1N TL§ sssaple gev 0 Hid. As
under wne Tiaming piaus, Sviil qiracusdl too f2re or tie olAnea
diving on \ne cuued HOIpS Waen our salp's rate wasg lneviuable.

/8) andrew . J=vin

-

Vs = - -,
SLCAT3UEC.

Cas 1CC 200t rern) undevslonal 1e . Tild.
Liast or casuelvies.
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laceratrons. fracoured ™b,
Twilivaes QN ‘:':_:(.

Chief Ofricer Z-16150%

Noornan, Dgniel J.

ahjurea,
Fadlo Ope

=

-

McClemens, William

Q0T10...
el fALY SenViCk NO
Jergild, Howard Frederick Lieuvenant 2308uy Killed
Hugvon, Wslver ¥ayne G 3/¢ 291l«E5«02 Ki1lied
Fangl, Lawrence Antnony Ry 3/c H68-43-uz Killed
MeGratn, Willien George 8% ale Col=g?7=11 Killed
" Bell, Edwin Oleen 8 1/» 554-40-25 Fatally
intuired, dieda L1/13 on board USS PCE (H)&5L
Kirk, Leroy Vinceng{{jﬂéti} 7 T JL3-27=V% Crivically
Sy injured, Transrerred to US8 POS (R) 851
Ryder, Douglss Ear;ﬁ?w 8 1/c 8l8«t0=32 Serisugly
- inlured, trangrerred to USS PCE (R) &851
Stevens, Patrick Herry s 1/e 208-32=-28 Seriously
injured, transferrsd to US3 223 () 351
Lee, Jurl Vingon S 1/e 861-47-3L Ssriously
injured, trensrerred to USS FCx {(R) 8S51°
Hrubes, Joan William GX 3/c 710-81-42 Burng and
snrapnel wounds, vureaved and returned
& on board.
Qarnley, Ot.ie 3. S 1l/e GEBmglud? Burns acd
Q leceravions, treated snd returned on Doard.
Coepdu, Lioyd zarl Y Cox E13-10-46 Burns, lacer=-
atlons, sprained ankle, treaved and re-
""I’uan.
Grizsoy, mdwzprd Leroy Jr. 81/ $82-33-25 Scdly burned
hand ant lacerations, tregied snn rsturned.
Yomeniaen. »éwayd Honry Lo SC1- to-34 Sulns and
Sarapnel, ureated and preguriied on bBesd.,
mPONONL KHerine Parsonnel
Gavin, aadroe 9. Mecreow CGoba3s whigul wurns,

Treated and

Snwlnusly
vransferred to Uss 0w (KR; 85)
retvor 2-251527 Sarsonel nhezd

wounds, broxen rips, trezted and returned

2n hngwt
Gowen. Jeruid 2. Chimf Coe'r

trearned
FlllaG. . upre:l 2, Enlan

Treared aes

i - " . v
r 2484030 Fiaen Duras-
fa s garned Ln :aa4k
2—4".‘:‘3’..‘,; feer bulls
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the sSpecial Investigation section w, the "the gun

io
positions cn subject vessel, an early O-l1 type cargo ship, are
as fellows:

§o. l - 3"-50 cal, in tub in tow.

2 = 20 mz., in tub on flying bridge, port.
" 3 -20mm,. in tudb on Plwine hrildse esa-boaca

et

" & ané 6 = 20 mm., in twix tube over boat deok, Iort
" %and 7 - 280 mm., in twirn Subs over boat deck,

nhirboayd.
" G e 20 wr., in tod 1% pver pain dack, porw.
. " 9 - 20 mm,, in tub art over cain deck, starboard,
easag " 10 - 4" =50 cal. in tub 2t stern (secursd during
€ﬂ - air attacks).
s The tattle stations and z95isunents listed in the "

-, 3pecial Investicaition section are snoex Ia effect for the armed
/4 suard crew Prior to the attack.

5. The following ficts relative to the place and time of
the attack, and other iertinent dstalls, were obtalined from a

perusxl. of the ship's logs and from information supplied orally
E.E‘_:q by the mastar:

25;9 (2) The 33 "ilcoa Pioneer" was anchored on 19 November
1644 in Zan Pedfo 22y 2t the northern end of Leyte Gulf, Phillipine
Islands, in berth 16 gevaral hundred yards off shore froam "Red

O Beach", at the village of Palo, on Leyte Island. The ship was
heading approximitely 090 degrees true, with the shoreline of

= Loyte directly astert., Two other C~l cargo ships wage sxchcored

O  ithin a 800, yara ::Eius of subjeot vasasiy )m 33 "Cape Rozano”
abtout one polnt on the starboard bow, and (2) The 33 "General *

Ei Floisoher"‘fNovwegian reglstry) between 3 and 4 points on the
starberri Yow.

(v) Jfeather wis overcast, with cloud ceiling at 2bout
6000 Pest. The sSea vas smooth. At 0708 & shore battery fired
three shots, which was the signal for an aip alert. At C710
anemy piines, proedbly Uscars, were sighted and the attack began.
By 0711 the attaok was over, with all planes downed, one of which
crashed on the portside of the flying dridge of suniasl .esoi..
Destroyed or badly damaged wers the rlying bridse stosiius B
station, o, 2 gun ard tub, stack, {o:t lifetoat, temporary
"doghouse", and cabins of chief officer and radio operator.

(¢) The master stated that the #bove Zfacts were anonfirmsi
by the commanding officsr azd nfficars of the US3S FCE(R)e3L,
rasoue Teei2l SO & by 4t the time of the attack, and thai these
officers &lso revorted zuns of surjagt veszal heda shot dowm all
three o Lbe attacking planas.

Pw
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: 6. Leonsyl Rosg TACFR, GM3e, 565-10-0%5, when pe:ionalliy
interrogatsd by the regoarting oLficer, guve 23 his ¥dttle stivinu
asgignment, 2nd Loidsr Cor ), Ll sua. He wae in gumn tut at Sime
of alert. Eeard Tas:, the 31a cipwin, say-'Here Shey cuvoe™!
Looked up te see = plaias in Zorwe4ion just velow oloude; saw
noshing Zurther 32 atiaol as Lu was occupled in gebting enmeniticon
from ready tox.

7. Parl liatthew MITCALY, 3le, 321-70-80, pointer,om No. 1
gun, whez perscnilly interrogated by the'reporting officer, stated
he wms in tae wood "doghouse™, located on the flying bridge Just
to port of the gtack, when the alert was given. Ugon redching kis
station, he turned and saw three plazes coming cut of the clouds
in 2 dive 2t about & 46 da%:ea angle and from astern - 180 degress
to 150 degrees. 3aw two planes attack two cargo skips anchored
several hundred yards to sterboard, and prepared to fire on plane
#tacking =he S3 "Cape Romano". He saw this plane trailing smoke
befors it crashed, and thinks this cr2gh occcurred at the instant
of the explosiox on subject vessel,

> 8. Zdwvard Leroy GRIGSEY Jr., Sle, 3B82-69-75, sight-setuer
for lNo. 10 gun, when perscnally interrogated by the report
officer, stated he was in the'"dophouse" when the alert was given.
Srocaeded to lNo. 3 cun., Upon reaching his ataticn saw 3 planes
off port quarter coming from inside olcud bank in fermatlion, one
bakind the other, heading for subjeot vessel, .As busy loading,
when he s2w one of the planes was about to crash the ship. Thinks
plane dove at 15 degree 2ngle from dead astern., 32w tracers going
into attaoking plane from 1000 yards, Did not notice if plare

weg afire. rlane kept coming directly at ship and was 150 feet
asterc wksp he last saw it. Thouzkt 1t would hit No. 3 kinz post,
30 as ducked.

$. Isnasrt Sudolph LANGT, 3lo, 723-.48-43, eight-seiter on
No. 1 gun, whean gersomally intarrogated Yy 4he raporting orficer,
stated he wis 2sleap urder No. 1 tuh, Heard nvar phones “plane
coming irf, Saw 3 7lares ir foreation, side by side, ocorming out
of alouds in a divse., Fz24 phorces om All durinz attack, aud gun
was being (raincd and slewiued, 35w rolbiog mors of attlel.

a0 Alter Lercy CASE, GNJe 386-45-37, gun oaptain of 3"=30;
when Barsonszlly Interrogated by the reportinzg aftioer, etated he
was in tub at time of 2)ert, Rirst saw 2 planes conoing ousw of
clouds diving &t &0 ¢o 45 dogiss cuglie 04 Just zplitsing formatioen;
one § so%cd to Aiwe o subject vozszel., Créered zun trained on
attaorar bus cowld not zet on target bsczuse cof travorse stors.
Lost aizks of » Lisckor behind shtacx. Heard 2C zx's open fire.
Observad wlane aitacking SS "Cereral Fleiscrer” 2nd prepared to
get ua thin target, It appeare? to be sanking juet before orashing.

- 3.-
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1L Gy Onwun ' 2, Gesions Son pussolss 7
gun, when pargonzlly intervogetea iy the Jepenting ofrical, stated

at the time tho slert soundad he w8z 4in taa tud, Notise came ovear
Phones that 3 pl=nes were coming ir from pont guarter., Saw 3
plznes, dead satern in Tormatioa, ong behind ths other, well on wy
down in B30 degres 2ngla dive; @2 planes veered ¢ff to port. Could
not train gun on plere attsokinz sublect vessal vecduse boom FNo. 3
king post ‘vas in the way. Starzed to train sun on plane vesringz off
On atarbosrd guirter; haird Coxsvain yoll "Duok"!  Last saw
... attzcking plane over boom before ducking, kﬁ
= 12, Anzhony Jossph LANDEN IIOE Tr., 3le, 857-81-1l, troiner
| on Lo, B gun, when porson=lly interrccatsd by the roporting officer,
- . 3tited he sa3 in sul 1t time of 2lert, Firat saw 2 planes astssn
b Just out of clouds; these peeles off, then dove 2t 45 degree engls;
——1 oonesatrated on 3line attaoking subiect shiz. Opened fire 26 Anous
1200 yards. Saw tricars zoinz inso the mctor. Plane was sooking
when it pmssad gver, Looked as {f it night elenr how, but
landeawich decided to duok, A% tims p? axplosion, tals only light
sy cobcussion. Then mannsd sun 2g2in and ocould see thef ship was
afire, Noticed other 2 plancg wers afire =ud <hen saw them orash,

13, Lloyd William FITZZ3, Sleo BGE~46-25, first losdar on No.

1 gun, when personally iaterrogatad by <he Teporting of2icer, stated
he w=s in his bunk in foreounasle at time of mlert, Ssw 2 plepus
(20ssibly three) ooze aut of olouds, dead asteran, in fopmation, at
45 degree angls dive; both disappeired behind stack, while 2000
N fost avay, still aiving for subfect vessal, Next saw plane, in

fl=mes, an instant bBafore it orished. Ducked and aaw 2nd heapd
shrapnel flylpg <round, After looking up ssw ancthar pl=ne,
smoxing, erashk off the bow of the "Genmeral Flalisohez".

2
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14, Lennsth Ieroy I0PzZy, Sle 886-38-768, gun-pointer on
No. 9 gun, when personally inca:rogaiad ¥y tha renorting offiocsr,
Sta%ed 08 w48 Lo sSack in forecagtls ag tins 802 &lays. First saw
g plunes Jjust comlng out of clouls, in formetlon, flying level;
laned pealed of? 1atn dive at 50 Gegree sngis; ¢peaad five on
%ead #lage 3t 400C feet, Appearad that trasers s3ve zolng into
plans. A4 it uessred ship, fire was comirz from jort side of plane,
AL Lims of coroszh felt little gonoussion. Aft2r plana uit, akip was
in fliges forwarl and on bridga,

15, Tlward Henry XOMID R, Sla, 351-48-34, gurnsr on No. %
gus, whaii persozally interrogatad ty the ranorting officrs, stated
he wis 1u "doghouss" 4t time nf alert, 2 as station 2 i utes
vofora planas wesas sighted. 32w o planes 1n farmitinz: 4hen they
peslad orff. Zspt ayes on ons or nlanes axtacikirsy oshap s-ips. -
Thinks {racers [iv, LUt resembers nothing alsa. “fag %rocied down
by coucuissicxn, -

38, 2343.iz Brl IR, sSie, Blo=35.32, loadzs on No. 2 gun,
when Laszoanlly laterrozated Ly the reporting of floer, swuted he vms
ia == "doghouzs” 8t tice of alaps, Stevens *irsf sus planes;
Callad cul "Planss™| Ryder saw and reporbad 2 Plszes oomapg ous of
olouds izsm perb Quurter. then chey bhemz +2 P off, kept eyas on

N1 QDAY e3¢ plafc, walsk os;a 1n;daed astern fT 45 dasree anaie,

i .
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re; «o ¢o tricers hitdlng plane, T4 stasted tohiling samoke
abouy palfway dewn da dive, &nd fust hefore erasking was ingrizmes.
Whan piana was over ship, it aipped right wing and orashed portsids
of stack. Ryder was Imocked =gainst side of tubd by concussion;
Doticsd that flames wers insids tub; stood up and "blecksd outn,
(This man was found overboard sogn aften the explosion, and was
rescued from watexr by York, Slo,). (Mere LiRalY Tumped)

1% John William HRUE!S, GM3o, 710-0L-42, traines on No. 1
Sun, when personally interrpgaied by the reporting officer, stased
he w=s 35leay below No. 1 tub et tima of alert, Sightesetter yelled
"Zeére they comsl" 3aw one plane 2ttacking the 35 "Gups Romano™,
and prepared to get on the t2eget whan plang, whioh was:in glide,
entered hils gun's firing sector. Guan Captzin yolled "Pleme is
geding to hit, take coveri" .

18. William Zlis YORE, 3le¢, 938-50-12, gunnar for No. 6
gun, when personally guestiored by the reporting offlicer, saild hs
w2g sleeping under his gun tub at tims o? slert. Stased alart
s glven at 0705, apd heaprd G sounded on bell 5 minutes laten.
Meamber of merchant mirine orew, known to relstor only by nams of
Toomy, ths 2nd cook, wis 2ssigned to this gun szation 25 losdexn,
but did not get to siation prior to or durin$ attack., 3Ssw 3 planes
tearing 200 d;iieea coming out of olouds; all peelsd off, with
lead plane coming In 2stern st 30 t0 55 degres angls, Opened fire
at 1000 y2rds. Didn't sez any hits and isn't surée whether amoks
ha saw #as coming froa thke plans was from planma's gurs beinz
finad ~r resuld of plane Reing hit. TYork was abtle ta Pive 12
rounds, 32w plans gome in 2% masthead height, and, afsar olearing
the main-mast, dip 1ta right winz apd orasa,

1S. Ottie “E" OQARNLIEY, -le, vid=2l.47, punmer or MNo. 4
Sun, when pasnrsonally intsrrusated Ly Lis curcrtlag officzes, stated
3t time of alext was in cot below So. 4 bui. Heard Mplanes"
called; Liokald up arnd saw 2 planes at 190 degrees coming in a%
30 43 4% denrad ecile dive below clouds. Cpened firs whzi sizde
cama into oledr arcand benz. 2stern. 3aw tracers hit repaezxtedly.
Looved 318 tholzn nlans wA9 smoking before 1% orashed; last saw
it av masthesa nsight cenind “oom.

20. Repmoad Jubt dOENON, Sle, 277-94-20, gunner on HNo. 8
gun, when pargonally Interidogated By fthe reporting ofilzav, stited
1% tima of alevyg wisg sIluon im dopecasgstle, ent o ana stacian,
saw 3 planses coming out of clouds glightly to port, coming in at
40 tn 45 dexves anple dilva. DTrakahly oponzd fize ot 1000 yards;
saw *rinens @oive into plame; thought he was afire wher he passed
ovsy, 83w him ampking, weksed just wetors corash.

43—
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pbones 2t No. § %ur. whan Persiu=lly interrogized by the Teportine -
offloer, stated he was in Porecsctl: talow, at time Of alent. -

Proceeded tc gun station. [ew 3 Pla%ss, And =siked "hat ape

they"? 8aw plones coming nver lcow shova ailis, just bensath

clouds, in dive attack toward ship Sul almost ~evel becauss of

low level attack: came in fwdm 253533, Gaw tracers going into

plans. Wondered why nline didn't nlcw up, &s be thought it was

§ Zero. Saw stre2m of smoke esming from Sl teil. Came over

Ship at masthead heizht: notisad = Verward tast mast light

bid veen dent over, Thouzht ha woneld p2ss over ship, tut then

38w him dive down aftsr elearing medp mast and crasn agiinst

3%ick. Then duexked. Eeard nrf? hut dossn't ¥ecull =ny concussion,

food splinters came 2lyinzg aft, Said he hes=d no anti-aireraft

fire in hills due west, whioch seemed to be a dead spet for radar.

Heard GQ alarm bell sounded within seoonds 1’ter shore bastery

fired three shots as slept,
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22. Luther Bunyan SANDILL, 3le, 357=18-15, loader on
No. 9 gun, when persopally ipterrogated by zhe reporting officsex,
Stated 1t time of alert w=s in gun tub. Qpoesn't remsaber 1f
G2 alarm was rung., Saw 3 planes cocding in dead 23teyrn at 30
degree to 40 degres angle dive, one for subject ship, ard other
two evidently for other ships to starboard, Lookad as .though tracers
were going into right wing. 3aw plane sasking, btut 2o fire:
c2n? I76r stera just edove main-mass, Keand crash sxd felt wave
of hezt, saw rlylrg pieces of burning wood. Telt very littla jar
and no concussion. After ducking, looked up end saw arother pline

nearing bow of one of ships to starboard, but it landed in water
ne=rty.

‘£?
?

23. Charles Gllbert WiiNIr, Sie, B4s-25-14, lorder on

No. 8 zun; when perzonally intarrogated bty the reporting officer
strtec Ne d~2-n't rerember where he wis A% time of slert. wus

7 to Mo, 8 gun sSation. Saw 2 wnlares close together below alouds,
ofi purt cuirler. 7Thess pesled off, and separated. Onenad fire
4% svout 300 gmrds 2t plape attacking subjfect ship. Saw tracers
going in plape. and was sooking desnnds Nforu LD cime ASLonaRd,

ST 53w 2er directiy overhea:; heupd L5 axnlnains, i fel

heat wave.

24. % Robert ralince KILKODN, Slo, 313-25-52, when parsonally
interrogated tw the rarorting antiler;, rhud Le wisc i busk in
Torecastle; hed fever of 102 desrees.

25, #2loun Zapl FRINCH, Sle, 329-12-33, when personally
interrogated by the reporting offiser, atatsd Ls w2s confined
to0 burk In forws3stle, aink, %

e’
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/ [z, ey €uth CHAPT S(on 13- 19708, plassnicte My
N ! pp " - -
1B acna, tMom asamall A

wvgtated/thet at the ¢ s
I pataob. on #lyins hridge. ‘Wene 2828 £2'Ne, 7 gun, and acted a3 i
loadar. Saw 3 plenag comins ont o? slguds i80 legreus Or Morse,

in olosg fnrmation iastimeted-agr<CCC-fest

-
ltlituds aua iu a 43
\ dearea angla diva. Saw all 3 gome iz pretty close Lsfore £ peeisa
. pff to atkaslk nther ehips. Plape sstaskizz sublset ship oouwidn’y
be firad on hananga 1% was behind-bscz of 0. U Elogpost. Gun
wag fimmA at one nf twn 2ther planss, Plans attacking suvject
ve3sal had Jnet aleaved mein-=agi, 2nd appesrad Lo druy down
\ immadintaly aftammmrd, As plaze passed oves, he yeviled ,“Duck".
é | Tent+ sure wshather nlame 042353 Lefors uiasihing. Hupoked down oy

o m

gnnausaion) strusk by sxall santdiglss of aluminum;  buruing pieces ”
of wood were blown into tub, Heat flash gverhead. Chapdu thought
3 the plana at which his gun fired w2s trailing smoke, and 2ppesred
o] “0 graze the bow of the 5SS "General Fleischer™ =rd crash into the
N water. (This petty officer assumsd command of the aymed guard.grew
22 upon the death o? Lisut, Jersild, the armed guard ofiicer, iomadiately
1 after the attack). :

b 27. The following list contains the names of the recaicing

armed guard personnel who wer: :board at the time of - the 3ttack,
all casualties, The dattle statisns and assiszoments, together
m with their stations or looatiocns 1t the time of the orash, are
vy

also soown.
g . Battle otation 3Station dur-
D Yame _ Status and asgiinment lag attack
5 ,Eoward Frederick JERSILD Killed = Flying Bridge Flying Eridge
5) Lieut., ser. 7230868 (Gunnery officer)
&l  alter wayne EUSTON Xillsq fiying Bridge Flying Eridgs
D @&Be, sve. #291.85-02 (Zridge speaksr ) :
@ Lawrence Anthony FAESL (Messenger) Flying Zridge
M3c, sve. #868-43-82 ¥illed
yilliam Leroy XIRX Died 2umard Ko. 5§ gun Nno, § gun
3le, ava. 7 313-27-02 PCz(R)E51 (lLoader)
William George hloCRATE ) Flyirg Bridge ZFlying Sridge
L2e, sve. ¥ 662-47-11 Killagd (Nessenger)
TAvAn’ Oleen ®ELL  ° Flying Eridge
3lc, sve. p 554-40+2% Died aboard (Messenger) Flying Bridge
i PCE(R) 8351 =
2(R)83
Carl Vintor LEE Jr. Eospitalized XNo., 4 gun xn.-_i gun
Sle, sve. # BEl=47-31 ‘loader)

o Patrick Tlenry Stevens . Kospisalized .  No. 2 gun __f_.l\fo. 2 gun
-r. 8lo, sve. j 308-32-38 (arm ampusated) (gudner) ST i g
e Mt TS e, R T B S AR . T e SR Y

il -
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Teport, odvtained 2t the bezinnirs of the investization from the
aster, the ship's lors, and tre sunnery officer‘'s log, 2vpear
to te controverted maa a wasult of interviewins the above
ayewitnesses %o the attack, Certain ainop digerepineies, such
%7 the nrture of the formition of enemy planes when first phserved
1nd the deprer of ensle o# t+n divinz sttack, niturelly erop up
in comparin- th~ stitemant~ or cever~l witnesse« <o any aotien
-« whioh developed so Tviftly 2nd involved <everal ovjeotives, In
-~ the opinion or the repertins offienr, the devoription of the

1 attack contiined in tke nex+ PArsgraphsls 2 retreonatly 1ccurate
i1 interpretetion of the event,

29, Two minutes safter 1 shore brittery fired 1n air nlert
signal, three eneny plapas, probebly C=etr-, flying ir =z un-
determired type of foraztion, ware obeerved comins out of clouds
from the west 7t ap aliitude 02 3bout 6000 feet in q glide,
beiring 190 degrees from subjaect vessel, At this roment 2.l armed
guard personnel were at hetsle statlions, meny pline: then “roke
foraation by pselinz off t¢ their right, and, =ach selecting =

[erchant 3nip as target, came down froo asters in = 40 to 4% degrse
angle dive,

30, The plane 3gtacking subject vessel oame in from dead
8Stard WItLOUL 7iryling coyegs curing entire davs, excapt thit 1s
it cleared the mainmast, the angle of dive wis inoreased surfioiently
%o bring the ;plene down on the superstruoture amidships when
othery”~° '* “'-ht have ecrashed the how or oleared the ship ahead.
The 1 ere 1s no indication that the sbip vas atr:fed
or 1 ! ed during the entire dive is evidence that this
W3S 7 susv.ue .utsok, Ixplosicn of the gisoline tipks undouttly
c2us3d tha fires and wave of hest, Tits of shx»ipnel or steel
frigments founé imtedded in gun tubs and els where on the shic
) 1lso indieate the plame carpied 1 bomb which 2lasc expleded,

tut the men in the for:~rd mum b 4and in tubks € 2nd 9 ~ 1t
reported thay ralt no colcussion, nd it is beliaved the bombd
oarrisd wes % small one, possibly nmot more than 100 pounis,

e B N e “J\J"‘%h J
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31, eltber of tka plineg 1ttacking the S3 "Cape Rczmano®
Or the S8 "Gun:p*” Fleischer" were gnan to dron 1 toat or strafe,
"nd both hit ik « ver vezv lote o thelyr =eleoted tarrsete
without apsaveniiv chanzing courss or “n=le of dive, indieeting
that these ware uroovoly 9lso ~uigida atrrgka,

3E. ?=m deoirarllity of the inclucion of ~ome hevvier guns
ia the anti-tircraft armnment of merchont- shlps 19 1ndlicdted by -
the 1nmadility :2 135 £0 w4, inm LY Elrlede the gpur plape or ! -
knoek it fro': _ts COuL~d,y Ysthouvil tie Daviid Wiz nit rapeatedly
euring ite spgiruscn. .ae LUly Egrvier gans e-s:lou ty sadbject nhip
were a 3"-50 pal, in tke tow, whiah ffarda nrotestion noly
agaizat stTacks £707 anesd or an tba ~p=s ap etizhrey? %aw, and a

4"-50 oal, {: ke stern, incapatble oereing elavited nheve 30 degraes.
-8
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It is recommended that 4"-50 o=1. guns on Cel and cther meschant
ships be repliced with heavyy duzl-purpose guns whenever suck
ordnance ig available for sceh ships; whexre this is not feszsible,

izstallation of 40 om, antie-aipcract guns iz one or more gun tuts
aft is suggested.

33. 0f the armed guard crew in eun tuts 2, 3, 4, 5, 8,
f0d 7, all ot the flying bridsze or atove the tost deck, onme of tke
men wAs fatally wounded and severzl otksrs wepe burped or otherwiao
irjured. EHeowever, thes armed guand officen 324 four enlisted aen,
who wers on duty on the flying tridgs 2t the time of the crash
tut not proctected by B gun %ub or other stsel and cororste tarrier,
were 21l killed, Tour of them instently, In the opinion of the
reporting orriocr‘”%f?ﬁ?t?fi?‘?ﬁEEFE‘Eb:ohant ships freca boobing,
strafing and suicica dive attacks would te materially reduced if
tbte steering =nd communication statiorn onm an exposed 2lying bridge
wes8 anclosed iz a8 protective bulwark, Danger of injury from
ecnoussion, heat blasst, and shrapnel resulting from toab hits or
plece orishes would be considerably lesssnsd, Furthermors

crotectlon 3gainst bomd splinters from nesr misses would ha
afforded.
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